Personal experience is often the best way to pique my interest in a topic. This is certainly true in my desire to research elements of Spanish music. In the summer of 2014, I had the opportunity to travel to Barcelona, Spain and visit the various tourist destinations of that beautiful city. While I was there, I was able to attend a flamenco dancing performance. I was amazed by the talent of the dancers and musicians, who used rhythms and tones that were somewhat unfamiliar to my classically trained ears. The poetry of the music seamlessly fit in with the music of the guitars and the steps and expression of the dancers. What made this music so different, yet so similar to music I heard in concert halls in America? On another day I was there, I was able to hear a choir sing in the Cathedral of Barcelona, filling the enormous space with rich harmonies and resounding melodies. I was intrigued by the difference in the two genres-flamenco and sacred chorus-living and developing together in the same historic city. These experiences served to ignite my interest in the musical culture of Spain and how it was developed throughout history.
In this paper, I will explore the various elements that created a unique environment for Spanish Renaissance music to develop and disseminate. First, I will explain how the interaction of Christianity, Islam, and Judaism created a diverse and distinctive musical environment. This interaction was sometimes friendly and sometimes antagonistic, and both atmospheres affected the musical culture. Second, my paper will describe how Spain's unified government played into the development of Spanish music.
Spain was in a unique position at the closing of the fifteenth century and the beginning of the sixteenth with the marriage of Ferdinand II of Aragon and Isabella I of Castile. Their marriage signaled the unification of Aragon and Castile, creating the nation of Spain.
Other Western countries at this time, such as Italy and France, remained a collection of dukedoms and somewhat independent states. Certainly, such an unusual system of government would create a likewise uncommon culture of music in Spain. Lastly, I will illuminate the ways that Spain's involvement in the new world facilitated the spread of Spain's unique musical culture beyond its own borders. Ferdinand and Isabella's sponsorship of Christopher Columbus' historic quest led to centuries of Spanish involvement in the conquest of the New World. While much of the cultural exchange involved the passing of Spanish customs and values, the natives of the New World also passed some of their own traditions on to the conquistadors. My paper will explore both types of interaction. These three items considered, Renaissance Spain offered a unique environment for the development and dissemination of its musical culture.
Throughout history, some of the richest cultures have actually been a mixing of several cultures. Spain is a great example of this. Prior to the Renaissance, Christians, Muslims, and Jews occupied Spain. These three religions and cultural units created a rich diversity of culture in Spain, not only in daily life and beliefs, but also in musical practices. Although there was certainly conflict-sometimes very intense conflictbetween these groups, they created a distinct "Spanish" culture. which is the theory that a single pitch suggests or produces a number of notes around it.
Overtones are prevalent in the singing of flamenco music. In his research, Sanlucar discovered an obvious connection between the Greek Greater Perfect System and the "tonal pallet" of Flamenco music. 7 In the Greater Perfect System, Greek musicians utilized four main modes: Dorian, which begins on "E;" Phrygian, which begins on "D;"
Lydian, which begins on "C;" and Mixolydian, which begins on "B." Rearranging the succession of tones and semitones, or whole steps and half steps, respectively, creates these different scales. From these building blocks, musicians can create different inversions of each mode, creating even more structural options for compositions. 8 A typical mode used by flamenco musicians was the Dorian mode, which begins on "E."
This mode is created by two identical, descending tetrachords, with the pattern "Tone, One important way that culture was exchanged was through the establishment of missions throughout the New World. This allowed Spaniards to project their own culture and beliefs upon the native tribes that they encountered. These missions not only spread the Catholic faith to the native peoples, but also shared their sacred music tradition. The
Catholic group that was most involved in spreading the musical culture was the Hispanic and other American cultures today. Not only did the conquistadors bring instruments to the New World, they also discovered musical genres alive and active prior to their discovery of the foreign cultures. Native Americas had developed a complicated flute system that they believed enabled them to communicate with their ancestors and the deities that they worshipped. 30 This was done through the performance of certain tonal and rhythmic patterns that were highly connected to their religious beliefs. The minor third provided the basis for much of this music. 31 This discovery of a thriving musical practice outside of the Western nations served to broaden the Spanish repertory of musical practices, by exposing them to different instruments and tonal practices.
A curious interaction between Western and Native American culture was dance.
Both cultures possessed a highly developed form of dance that was an important part of their society, and both used dance in different religious rituals and festivals throughout the year. However, the Catholic priests, especially those belonging to the Franciscan order, were very concerned by the sensuality they saw in the Native American dances. Muslims from the country. Lastly, Spain was able to have a unique way of spreading its musical culture through its discovery of the New World. As a result, Spanish music can be seen in the Americas, and elements of Native American music can be seen in Spanish music. Ultimately, the study of Spanish music reveals that its development was a series of idea exchanges from one people group to another. This fascinating exchange allowed nations during the Renaissance.
